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first with regard to the Belgian Congo and then
with regard to certain German colonies* The land
is taken from the natives and alienated to Euro-
pean capitalists or joint-stock companies* Either
by direct or by indirect compulsion the native is
then forced to work upon the European's land on
the European's terms* The extraordinary cruelties
and brutalities which accompanied the expropria-
tion and exploitation of the natives of the Congo
and some German possessions have obscured the
real lesson of those happenings* It was not the
atrocities which made the system bad but the
system which caused the atrocities, and the system
was not confined to King Leopold's and Germany's
possessions ; it is almost universal in Africa. In
every tropical African possession the expropriation,
exploitation, and virtual enslavement of the native
inhabitants have been demanded by the white
settlers and capitalists, and everywhere, except in
British West Africa, this is being accomplished.
A few instances will prove this* At the end of the
last century the whole French Congo was sub-
jected to precisely the same system as the Belgian
Congo,* The land and its inhabitants were

* For the facts, with regard to the French Congo see  Th*
Black Man's Burden by E. D. Morel, Chapter X*